E.W.Padwick: Born 23 January 1923, Died 29 March 2010
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The man whose name is synonymous with cricket bibliography has died at the age of 87.  The Cricket Society owes an enormous debt to E.W.Padwick – known as “Tim” - for undertaking the monumental task of compiling the game’s definitive bibliography.

For it had been an objective of the Cricket Society since its inception to publish a bibliography of cricket but, for a variety of reasons, the work had been addressed only intermittently over the years and had passed through many hands, most notably those of Geoffrey Whitelock who provided substantial groundwork for the project.  By involving The Library Association in the mid 1960s, the Cricket Society made a crucial step in ensuring eventual publication.  In June 1970 the Library Association advertised for volunteers.  Tim was one of the librarians who responded and who set out suggestions – in his case, the most lucid - as to how the task might be approached.  In October 1970 he was asked to become the editor of the work.
Tim was born and grew up in Winchester and was employed there in his first professional librarian’s post.  After war service in the Royal Artillery, he moved to London and ascended the career ladder with spells in Croydon, Westminster and Wandsworth.  In 1965 he was appointed Principal Lending Librarian in the City of London Libraries.  .  
As a bibliographer who had recently published Bibliographical method: an introductory survey he was eminently equipped to provide something more thoroughgoing than the brief entries found in earlier bibliographies such as Taylor (1906) or Goldman (1937).  His bibliographical expertise and professional detachment allowed him to override the wishes of those who wanted the bibliography to be merely an author/title list for checking against their own collections.  For, although a bibliophile with a keen interest in cricket, he was neither a collector of cricket books nor was he obsessed with the game

Tim used as his starting point the framework in a cricket booklist published by the Library Association in 1950, developing a scholarly classification arrangement in conjunction with an author/title index. When necessary, a book might appear under different classifications if its subject matter so demanded.  The final work is a boon for the researcher and cricket historian as well as for the collector and, not least, a joy to use.  
Another criterion for the bibliography which was laid down at the outset was that, wherever possible, each book and pamphlet should be personally examined and authenticated.  Such a method relied heavily on the inspection of public collections such as the M.C.C. Library at Lord’s and a number of private collections, principally those of Geoffrey Copinger and Irving Rosenwater. 
The bibliography took over five years to compile.  As an indication of the exhaustive work required in those days before computers, each entry had to be manually filed, numbered and indexed at home.  The entry slips and indices were housed in old seed trays!  
Finally, in 1977, to great acclaim, A Bibliography of cricket was published by the Library Association for the Cricket Society.  It contained more than 600 pages and recorded more than 8000 items. The cut off date for entries was 1973.  The book won the 1977 Besterman medal for an outstanding bibliography or guide to the literature published in the U.K.  Tim was made an Honorary Life Member of the Cricket Society.
While working on the bibliography Tim was promoted to be Deputy City Librarian based at the Guildhall Library.  It was his remit to set up Lending Libraries in the City of London where none had previously existed.  His crowning achievement was the opening of the Barbican Library in 1982, the year of his retirement.  He also wrote two monographs connected with the history of the City of London.
The reception given to the first edition of the Bibliography encouraged Tim “to extend the coverage of cricket publications to the end of 1979 and to repair omissions which a number of correspondents [had] kindly noted”.  Despite a harsher economic climate, a much expanded second edition of the Bibiliography was eventually published in 1984 by the Library Association in association with J.W.McKenzie on behalf of The Cricket Society.

I first met Tim in 1986 when he approached the Cricket Society to invite others to continue with the Bibliography.  He had in mind the publication of decennial supplements.  Over a number of meetings he was encouraging and optimistic; he overcame any doubts about the task involved, providing guidelines about the scope of the work and the cataloguing method required.  His self effacement did not mask the qualities of determination and self confidence which had carried him through the prodigious effort needed to complete the main work.
Once our work was started it was striking how much goodwill the Padwick name engendered.  It opened many doors.  Tim was an honoured guest at the 1991 launch of Padwick II which contained entries for items published between 1980 and 1989 as well as more pre-1980 material that had come to light since the main work was published.

To this day the term Padwick, followed by a numbered citation, or the term “not in Padwick” are used in booksellers’ catalogues.  

Even before he died it was clear that, notwithstanding his eminence in the library world, it is in the world of cricket that Tim’s name will be long remembered.
Stephen Eley 

