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SHORT LIST ANNOUNCED FOR THE 
CRICKET SOCIETY AND MCC BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 2010
Date:   Monday 8th March 2010



                                  Release time:  Immediate
· Second year of new partnership between The Cricket Society and MCC
· Five books in the frame with £3000 award for the winner to be presented by Wisden editor and Sunday Telegraph correspondent Scyld Berry on 26 April in the Long Room at Lord’s
Biographies of Imran Khan, Kim Hughes and Harold Larwood compete with a fresh look at the cricket writings of Alan Gibson and an historical analysis of South African cricketing themes in this year’s shortlist for The Cricket Society and MCC Book of the Year Award 2010.  New chair of judges Vic Marks said: “There is a strong international theme to this year’s list.  All five books have their advocates among the judges and I anticipate frank and lively exchanges when we meet later this month to determine a winner.”

The competition, run by The Cricket Society since 1970 and in partnership with MCC since 2009, is for books nominated by Members and not publishers and is highly regarded by writers and publishers.  Previous winners have included Mike Brearley, EW Swanton and David Frith.  Three years ago the delighted winner - Scyld Berry – this year a keynote speaker at the award ceremony - hailed his award as “cricket’s seal of literary approval.”

The £3000 for the winner, and certificates in respect of all the shortlisted books, will be presented at an awards evening in the Long Room at Lord’s on Monday 26 April.  This is becoming a “hot ticket” event and an expected sell-out audience of 200 people will comprise members of both organisations, the shortlisted authors and their publishers, and many of today’s finest cricket writers and journalists.
Notes for editors:

The five books on the shortlist (alphabetically by author):

· Of Didcot and the demon: The cricketing times of Alan Gibson; by Anthony Gibson, Fairfield books

· Harold Larwood; by Duncan Hamilton, Quercus Books

· Empire and cricket: The South African experience, 1884-1914; edited by Bruce Murray and Goolam Vahed, Unisa Press
· Golden boy: The bad old days of Australian cricket; by Christian Ryan, Allen and Unwin

· Imran Khan: The cricketer, the celebrity, the politician; by Christopher Sandford, HarperCollins

The other nine books on the long list:

· The captains’ tales; by David Fulton, Mainstream Publishing
· Inside the box, my life with Test Match Special; by Peter Baxter, Quiller Publishing
· Cricket in the park; by Roger Packham, Methuen
· From Sophia to Swalec: A history of cricket in Cardiff; by Andrew Hignell, The History Press
· And God created cricket; by Simon Hughes, Doubleday
· Testing times: In pursuit of the Ashes; by Andrew Strauss, Hodder and Staughton
· John Shepherd, The loyal cavalier;  by Paddy Briggs, ACS
· Cricket grounds from the air; by Zaki Cooper, Daniel Lightman and Ian Hay, Myriad Books
· From commons to Lord’s, Volume 1: 1700-1750; by Ian Maun, Roger Heavens
Fourteen books – nominated by either Cricket Society or MCC Members and not publishers – were whittled down to five by a panel of judges independently chaired by writer and broadcaster and former England and Somerset cricketer Vic Marks.  The other judges are David Kynaston and Stephen Fay (MCC) and Stephen Green and Chris Finch (The Cricket Society).  Nigel Hancock (The Cricket Society) is the competition’s administrator.

The Cricket Society – www.cricketsociety.com – was founded in 1945 and encourages a love of cricket through playing, watching, reading and listening.  It supports young cricketers, makes annual awards to promising young cricketers and others, holds regular meetings for members in a variety of locations, publishes an acclaimed journal and has its own cricket team.  Eversheds and Aon Consulting are Cricket Society patrons.  The contact for membership and other general enquiries is davidwood@cricketsociety.com
MCC is the custodian of the Laws and Spirit of Cricket, an innovative independent voice in world cricket, and a passionate promoter of the game.  It is also the world’s most active cricket-playing club and the owner of Lord’s – The Home of cricket.  MCC funds the six MCC Universities and has a long-established academy at Lord’s – MCC Young Cricketers.   

- Ends –

For further information on this story please contact:

Vic Marks – 01392 861333 or vic.marks@guardian.co.uk
Nigel Hancock (Cricket Society) – 07885 733320 or nigelhancock@cricketsociety.com
Neil Robinson (MCC) – 0207 616 8559 or neil.robinson@mcc.org.uk
